OUR ARMY ‘i
HOSPITALS }

130TH STATION HOSPITAL, HEIDELBERG.

by Lt. Colonel E.R., Whitehurst, MAC

On 15 July 1945, the 130th Station Hospital, then at
Cemp Lucky Strike, Le Havre, France, was assigned to the
7th Army for duty with the Army of Occupation. It ar-
rived at Heidelberg, Germeny, on 1 August 1945, and pro-
ceeded to Rohrbach, Germany, a small village about three
miles south of Heidelberg. Here, in the Nachrichten
Kaserne, it took over from the 103rd Evacuation Hospital
at 0001 hours, 24 August 1945, the mission of provlicing
station hospital facilities (750 beds) for the troops in
the Heldelberg area.

The Nachrichten Kaserne was constructed by the Germans
during the period from 1937 to 1939. Upon completion in
1839, 1t was used to house and train Signal Corps 33. At
the beginning of the war In September 1939, the Signal Corps
33 moved to the front. From then on, the Kaserne was occu-
pied by infantry and other units. 1In 1941 the Kaserne was
changed into a hospital, which was kept in operation for
nine months. After that 1t was re-constructed to house
dirfferent units of approximately 1,500 men each. None of
these units was medical. The 103rd Evacuation Hospital,
together with a few non-medical units, was the first
American group to occupy the Kaserne.

The 130th Station Hospltal operated under practically
full rield conditions in two large barracks buildings
without adequate space and plumbing until the summer of
1946, when a few additional buildings were completed. The
plant, when completed, will consist entirely of renovated
buildings and some new construction. The completion date
was set originally for October 1946, but shortage of
critical material has advanced this date until 31 January
1947. At this writing, 1t is about 80 per cent complete.

The hospital plant consists or 17 buildings connected
by enclosed ramps and corridors covering approximately 14
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acres of ground. (See plate Number 1). The bulldings

are of brick and cement construction. The hospital 1is
heated throughout by four separate sets of low pressure
steam bollers. The water sgupply is obtained from the
Heidelberg water system--an approved source. The hospital

sewerage system connects directly with that of the city
of Heldelberg.

411 administrative offices except post exchange, utili-
tfles, special scrvico and motor pool are located on the
first floor of the Headquarters building (Building P).

The second and third floors of this building are utilized
as Nurses' guarters. Since the arrival of many dependents,
the majority of the bachelor officers are also quartered

on the hospital grounds. The officers' club and mess are
combined on the second floor of Building 0. Another
building needing further description is Building U. This
rather long huilding includes a 500-seat theater, special
service office, information and education offices, library,
~sublic address control system, pressing shop, ice cream
bar, post exchange, barber shop, enllisted men's mess,
German mess, motor pocl and utility offlce.

The morgue and medical supply warehouse occupy the base-
ment of DBuilding A and linen exchange and unit supply occupy
the basement of Building B. The remaining detalls of the
hogpital plan asre shown in the attached plate.

This hospital serves the typlcal station hospital
reeds of the Heldelberg Area Command which includes per-
sonnel of lleadquarters Third Army and many army unlts.
Also, patlents are recelved routinely from other large
military areas, such as Karlsruhe and Mannheim. In fact,
patlents are recelved from as far away as the French Zone.

The number of persons entitled to medical service in
the area 1s epproximately 10,000. Before the arrival of
dependents a complete obstetrical service was added to the
hospital facilitles and at the present time approximately
100 women are attending pre-natal clinics. A very at-
tractive nursery 1s already in full operation.

In November 1946, the 7-chair dental clinic moved into
new quarters. The clinic averages about 400 patients per
month and approximately 1,200 sittings.
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The hospltal receives and
disposes of approximately 800
patients per month, about 3,000
persons are seen by the out-
patient services and 1,000
clvilian and military physical
examinations are conducted each
month. During the last quarter
of 1946, the hospital was re-
duced to 500 beds.

The close c¢f the year found
8ll activities in their permanent
houses with the exception of the
laboratory, X-ray, physicsl
therapy, orthopedic clinic, EKG
and BMR room, and ear, eye, nose
and throat clinic.

¥ oG SRR PR
Col. Paul E. Keller, MC No article about the 130th
Commanding Officer Station Hospital would be com-
plete without some remark about
the city of Heidelberg. First, Heidelberg 1s one of the
very few citles in Germany that appears to be untouched
by the war. Second, on account of the operetta, '"The
Student Prince" it is perhaps better known to Americans
than any other German city except Berlin. Third, it is
the seat of the famous Heldelberg University. It is a
beautiful, quaint, o0ld city located on the Neckar River,and
It ©probably enjoys the mildest climate in Germany, elthough
usually it 1s damp and ralny. Here glso is located the
famous Heldelberg Castle which draws many visitors. The
Third Army maintains several excellent enlisted men's and

officers' c¢lubs 1n the city, which are open to members of
this command.
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